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WHTOTRE O
International Symposium
Unlversity of Zurlch, Swhzerland

Hans Bjarne Thomsen™ . -
2 . « KATAGAMI IN THE WEST
University Of ZUFiCh- = trm s s e March 16-20. 2016

Problems

Stora

Conservation

Naming and numbering
Designs

Display

Equipment

Communication with others

Staatsarchiv des
Kantons Aargau
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* Necessary

Conservation = first and foremost

Internet and digitalizing objects

Connecting the collections and scholars

Rethinking the terms:

tool, artisan work, art, resource
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Johann Rudolf Merian (1845-1906)
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* Japanese Katagami
* Swiss Katagami

* International Katagami

Thank you for your
attention!

International Symposium
University of Zurich, Switzerland

KATAGAMI IN THE WEST

March 18-20, 2016
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you very much for inviting me to Kyoto and giving me the opportunity of taking part in this

symposium.

| unfortunately didn’t have the opportunity in Zurich in March this year of presenting the katagami
collection of the Dresden Museum of Decorative Arts, so | would like to make up for this in the first

part of my lecture.

In March 1889, the Dresden Museum of Decorative Arts purchased a great number of katagamis
from the art-dealing firm of R. Wagner, whose proprietor at the time was the famous Hermann
Pachter. The following entry is written in the inventory of textiles of the Dresden Museum of
Decorative Arts as No. 21940: Collection Japanischer Schablonen fiir Zeugdruck. Ca. 12,000 Stiick

(Collection of Japanese Stencils for Fabric Printing. Approximately 12, 000 items).

And in fact, 94 boxes and a portfolio with “extra-large” examples of the registered katagami are kept

in the museum’s textile depot.

We no longer have any documents about the purchase, for example deals about the quantity of the
stencils or ideas about price. The only fact we are sure of is that the administrative structure of the
time required the director of the Museum of Decorative Arts to have the purchase approved by the
Saxon Ministry of the Interior — since this was the authority that managed the finances. The museum
director, by the way, was simultaneously director of the affiliated School of Applied Arts. The reason
behind the wish to purchase the katagami would be of great interest today; after all, 2,400 marks
were made available, a horrendous sum of money for the time. It is remarkable from today’s point of
view that in the following years it wasn’t considered worthy of making any note whatever of this
enormous inventory in the museum records. The Museum of Decorative Arts held around 8 to 10
exhibitions every year on very precise themes, among them presentations with East Asian
handicrafts: bronzes, textiles, woodcuts, etc.; but there is no mention of dyer’s stencils. However,
vestiges of paint on some of the stencils prove they were used in the everyday curriculum of the
students. It is also probable that like other holdings of the museum the stencils provided viewing
material and source of inspiration for designers and artists working for firms in Saxony. Examples of
this were on show in 2012 among other things in the exhibition Katagami Style, alongside objects

from the Hellerau Werkstatten workshops.

A scientific study and processing of the inventory did not take place. One reason for this was surely
that throughout its entire history the Museum of Decorative Arts never availed of a specialist on East

Asia. In addition, this huge number of katagami overtaxed the museum’s staff capacities. Hence, for



over a century, each specialist working in the museum remained aware of this inventory, but it was a

buried treasure.

Each new museum director, and also each new general director of the Dresden State Art Collections
marvelled at this treasure, but didn’t see any possibilities in terms either of personnel or finances of

making it accessible to the public.

Things changed only in 2013, when the Museum & Research Foundation at last provided the
necessary financial means, an action which also included developing the exhibition format “Research

Trips into the Depot”.

The Museum of Decorative Arts was given the opportunity of employing three young specialists for
one year. Their task was to register, measure, describe and photograph all the preserved katagami in
the SKD’s own database, called Daphne (SKD is the acronym for the Dresden State Art Collections,
Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden). This was a job that delighted the participants —as you can
see on this photo — but it was also a great challenge, since all three (two art historians and a
historian) set to work without any concrete specialist knowledge, armed only with their curiosity,
their thirst for knowledge and their ambition. At this point already | would like to thank Yuko Ikeda
and Yuki lkuta for their quick and uncomplicated help during their time working in the Dresden
Museum of Decorative Arts. The visits yielded a lively exchange of knowledge sharing, which was an
enormous help for the three scientists, above all as regards the clarification of terms, inscriptions and
stamps etc. on the individual stencils. These contacts also form the basis for the ongoing katagami

project. But I’'m broaching on this too soon, more of it later!

Registering all the katagami kept in the Museum of Decorative Arts resulted in the handsome total of
16,213 — rather different from the approximately 12,000 items in the inventory register. Furthermore,
there are another 288 katagami preserved in the Museum of Prints and Drawings, the
Kupferstichkabinett, which likewise belonged historically to this batch. How can we explain this?
With the help of all the information registered in the database we were able to embark on intensive
research into the SKD’s archives, also into the almanacs of the School of Applied Arts, of the library
and of the museum. The first results were astounding: besides the dyer’s stencils acquired in 1889,
the Library of Decorative Arts affiliated to the museum received another 15,500 katagamiin 1914
from Hans von Weissenbach, the Leipzig lawyer and passionate model collector for the decorative
arts. We can read in a printed list of 1899 that the collector, painstakingly with his own hands, lined
them with variously coloured tissue paper in order to stabilise the fragile sheets. This meant that in
1914 there weren’t 12,000 katagami belonging to the holdings of the Museum of Decorative Arts and
its library, but 27, 500 katagami. This actually means that all stencils today that are lined with tissue

paper in the inventory of the Museum of Decorative Arts and the Museum of Prints and Drawings
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derive from the ‘von Weissenbach’ collection. This is verified as well by handwritten notes on several
sheets, which can be provenly ascribed to von Weissenbach. All the sheets that have not been lined —

a comparatively low quantity — belong to the batch originally acquired in 1889.

But what happened to it? Unconfirmed oral information from the post-war period included reports
about some sort of looting of the holdings that were still in the building of the Museum of Decorative
Arts. Two events lend a certain credibility to these reports. At the end of 2015, the Museum of
Decorative Arts received a telephone call from a retired professor of the Dresden Academy of Fine
Arts. He had been given a box containing 94 katagami by his former art professor shortly before his
death. The latter stated that in the 1940s he had saved them from being burned on the grounds of
the Museum of Decorative Arts. In the following years he didn’t find an opportunity that wouldn’t
compromise him to return the box to the museum. All these sheets are not lined and thus belong to

the R. Wagner collection.

In spring this year the Museum of Prints and Drawings received an anonymous parcel with —
katagami (lined and unlined), also several Japanese woodcuts, which had hitherto been thought lost

in the war.

This means that in the worst case the dyer’s stencils still missing from the R. Wagner collection were
destroyed through vandalism of different kinds. But perhaps there are various batches that are still in
private collections. So let’s hope that we need only provide some kind of impetus to animate the

present owners to return them!

The history of this collection demonstrates at first hand how important the general public is for the
objects — which leads me to the second part of my lecture. The importance of the general public
applies not only to the opportunity of internationally networking all katagami inventories — it also
applies to the scientific tasks in the closer work environment of a museum consortium, or in

visualising this work for the general public.

Igor Jenzen is the director of the Saxon Folk Art Museum and important co-developer of the initial
phase of the Daphne project, the start of the museum database. He titles it with a quote from the
popular Dresden author Erich Kastner, “Es gibt nichts Gutes, auRer man tut es” — “There is nothing

good unless you do it”,

In 2002 the directors’ conference of the Dresden State Art Collections resolved to introduce a unified
database for all institutions in the museum consortium — so to speak, the creation of a digital general
inventory. Five of the twelve institutions were already working in-house with different databases. But
there were also sceptics in each museum and in all staff departments. The challenge was daunting.

The holdings in the individual museums were extremely heterogeneous and of different dimensions:



the Griines Gewolbe — the Green Vault — with around 5,000 objects, then on the other hand the
Museum of Prints and Drawings, the Kupferstichkabinett with around 550,000 works. The task in
hand involved finding the overlapping data that could be used by everyone. Also the overall quantity
of more then one and a half million objects in the Museum of Decorative Arts required the definition

of several basic principles of work economy.

During the run-up phase it was necessary in view of the sheer mass of objects to integrate the
individual museums with their special expertise based on their type of work: academic specialists and

scientific researchers, restorers and conservators, depot managers.

Museum databases already available on the market proved to be insufficient for the requirements of
the SKD, so the museum looked for its own software developers and found them in the firm of
Robotron. By the way, for your information I'd like to add that several brochures of the Robotron

company are available here with more details.

Nevertheless, the concurrency of development and alpha use of a database has two sides. On the
one hand, each museum is represented by a staff member in the editorial board; they thus have the
chance of introducing their individual ideas and wishes about a database; on the other hand, each
detail has to be compatible in the end with the ideas of the other museums. Apart from this, the
users’ patience after program start was sorely but unavoidably tested because of programming

errors, also because of constant additions, supplements and optimisations.

One of the most severe problems was the contradiction between a standard, generally valid
vocabulary and the accumulated historical terminologies. Solutions could be found by linking up with
national — and now international — standard files (PND = Personennormdatei — German Authority File
for person data; SWD = Schlagwortnormdatei — Subject Headings Authority File). Despite this, the
standardisation of terms continues to be a great challenge. Today, the Daphne database is a mixture

of standard fields, their content being chosen from search fields, and freely designed fields.

The database has been operating since 2006. The name is inspired by the metamorphosis of the
nymph Daphne in Greek mythology: the female divinity in human form is metamorphosed into a

laurel branch — the database translates/transforms analogue objects into digital data.

The general registration of object data in the individual museums began in 2008. Meanwhile, the
database has in fact grown to be an all-embracing administrative project for the restoration
department, loan procedures, and other administrative tasks. A great challenge will be the constant,
continual and concentrated maintenance of the database after completion of the actual registration
project. There is also the question of adaptation to the special financial grants hitherto made

available for it by the Free State of Saxony.
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Up until now however we have already experienced within the museum consortium that the
database is a splendid tool for scientific management and knowledge-sharing between all the
institutions. The transparency of the holdings in the individual museums enabled gaps to be closed in
provenance research and detected supposed war losses; moreover, it also opened up approaches for

new research projects.
Online Collection

The aim of Daphne — right from the start it was an inventorying project, placing the holdings of all
collections of the Dresden State Art Collections online and thus making them accessible to an expert
public as well as potential visitors and all interested parties. Part of the inventory has been shown
online since 2011 in the so-called online collection within the SKD website. New data sets are added
almost daily. On display are the basic data about a specific objects and — apart from the numismatic

collection — a photo.

Another declared aim is to enable data export from the Daphne database to other databases.

Prerequisite for this is the availability of the necessary metadata.

First and foremost however, this autumn there will be the change from the aforementioned PND and
SWD standard files (German Authority File for person data; and Subject Headings Authority File) to
the Integrated Authority File (GND) of the German National Library. The GND is a standard file for
persons, corporations and bodies, conferences, geographical data, headings and work titles. It is used
especially for cataloguing literature in libraries, but it also increasingly benefits archives, museums,

projects and web/Internet applications.

For a good ten years now the CIDOC, the International Committee for Documentation, has been
striving for and pooling the international standardisation of cultural information. So to speak as a
pilot project, the SKD, together with its software partner Robotron, has been working under this
umbrella of the CIDOC on the prerequisites for data exporting to databases like the German Digital

Library and Europeana.

To conclude, | would briefly like to mention the prospects awaiting further research on the katagami
collection in the Museum of Decorative Arts. In September, the museum received confirmation from
the Japan Foundation of the provision of financial support. This will enable Yuki lkuta to investigate
the katagami inventory for dealers’ stamps, and to document and identify these stamps. The results

are fed into the database and can then be accessed online.

Thank you for your attention; | would now be very happy to answer any questions you may have.
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