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Abstract

This essay reconsiders what designers actually design once value has shifted from the object
to the experience. Drawing on the author's lectures "Design and the Connected World" delivered at
Sony, it traces how brands have moved from product-centered messaging to lifestyle and story,
examines the counter-reaction that revalues the tactile materiality of things, and analyzes how
technologies such as autonomous driving and dynamic user interfaces reorganize everyday
experience. Through the author's own 3D-printed lamp, the "Shape of Words" project, and place-
based education in Kyoto, the essay argues that in an age of generative Al, the designer's task is to
cultivate the quality of the relation that arises between objects and experience.
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