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This study focuses on Nishikawa Sukenobu (1671-1750), an ukiyo-e artist active in Kyoto in the
mid Edo period, and examines the chain of knowledge that extended from the 18th-century
Kyoto-Osaka (Kamigata) publishing culture to the urban culture of Edo.

While Sukenobu was an ukiyo-e artist who had great influence, not only on Kamigata, but also on

Edo ukiyo-e artists, and was an important figure in the development of a diverse publishing culture,
he nevertheless has not been adequately researched to date. The purpose of this project is to clarify
the development of intellectual activity centered on Sukenobu and the influx of Kamigata culture
into Edo.
As one of our research activities, we hold a monthly workshop at the Art Research Center to study
Sukenobu's kimono design book Shotoku Hiinagata. With a variety of researchers from textile
studies, literature, and art history as members, we will analyze the patterns depicted in Shotoku
Hiinagata and consider their relationships with the literary and dramatic works that provided the
basis for the patterns.
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On 22 December, we held a workshop dedicated to the study of the kimono design book, Shotoku Hiinagata, by
Sukenobu (Presenter: Yamada Shoji, “Data Analysis of Shotoku Hiinagata™). In addition, three editorial meetings
were held for the publication of the edited research volume, and each member proceeded with reviewing the text
recast into modern orthography (honkoku), reviewing the annotations and notes, and writing articles.

The research group representative Ishigami and member Kamo published articles on the various editions of
the Kinmo zui (illustrated encyclopedias) and the relationship between the Kinmo zui and kimono design books in
the book, Visual Images as the Intersection of Culture and Information: The Culture Spheres of Early Modern and
Modern Japan in Pictures and Words.

The research group representative Ishigami published a book entitled, Edo no kotoba e jiten: Kinmd-zui no
sekai (The Edo-period dictionary of words and pictures: The world of Kinméo zui), in which she discussed kimono
pattern books as a "Kinmao-zui kind of thing" in Chapter 4.

In FY2021, we will make a panel presentation on Hinagata-bon at EAJS to be held online in August (Ishigami,
Kamo, Kiihn). We will also publish an edited research book.
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