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Abstract

This study examines the visual culture of kabuki in the Edo period through a comprehensive
analysis of hyobanki (theatrical review books) published up to 1794 (Kansei 6). A total of 685 texts
were surveyed, from which 931 references to “pictures(e)” were extracted and classified, with
particular attention given to actor prints. The analysis pursued three objectives: (1) identifying
chronological changes in the volume of references, (2) clarifying the types and contents of pictorial
references, and (3) investigating the characteristics of references to actor prints and their relation to
critical discourse. The findings demonstrate that actor prints functioned not merely as
commemorative items but as multifaceted media that mediated information, evaluation, and

expectation.
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