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Abstract

This paper examines the transformation of kabuki culture through audio media from the 1920s
to the 1940s, utilising contemporary newspapers and magazines. Despite its historical significance,
this topic has received relatively little scholarly attention. The 78 rpm records and the radio
broadcasts gave rise to a novel form of kabuki appreciation, a culture of “listening to” kabuki outside
the theatre. In this context, a new style of performance and appreciation emerged: actors performed
standing in front of microphones, and listeners engaged their imagination to supplement visual

elements by using images, such as photographs and memories of past stages.
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