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Abstract

Yamazato Eikichi (1902-1989) was an Okinawan artist, playwright, novelist, historian, and
cultural affairs official who played a notable role in advocating for the importance of Okinawan
/ Ryukyuan identity, and the revival and continuation of traditional arts and culture, particularly
in the postwar decades of the mid-to-late 20th century. In this essay, I present a general overview
of his biography, in connection with a more focused research project examining his place in the

political movement opposing “Reversion” of Okinawa to Japanese governance in the late 1960s

to early 1970s.
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