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abstract

Hokusai is praised for the inventiveness and variety of his work. What has received less
attention has been his visual sources and how he manipulated them. In this essay I will
concentrate on book illustrations he created in the last half of his career for which he drew upon
the work of fellow artists. His skill at transforming very ordinary book illustrations by others
into fresh and exciting new designs is the reason I call him an alchemist, a wizard who could
turn lead into gold. I will begin and end by considering the models for two distinctive layouts

encountered in his books.
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Figures

Fig.1. Hokusai manga. Part I. AL75181E ¥, 1814.
Ebi0386.

Fig.2. Kitao Masayoshi. Ryakugashiki W=, 1795.
Ebi0574.

Fig.3. Wang Gai FEE. Jieziyuan huajuan F*¥ &&=
(J. Kaishi-en gaden ). Vol. 4. 1800 ed. Ebi1344-4.

Fig.4. Fugaku hyakkei, Part II. &5k H 5 _#. 1835.
‘Taisekiji’ KA =F. Ebi0608.

Fig.5. Kawamura Minsetsu. Hyaku fuji Part 4. A% L
DU, 1771. ‘Taisekiji’ K415, Ebil721.

e

Fig.6. Fugaku hyakker, Part I. &% E = #)im. 1834.
‘Matsu yama no Fuji’ #2[LdDA . Ebi0381
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Fig.7. Kawamura Minsetsu. Hyaku fuji. Vol. 1. H'& L Fig.9. Kawamura Minsetsu. Hyaku fuji. Vol. 3. H'&E L
W, 1771. ‘Hashimoto’ & F. Ebi0794 Z#W. 1771. ‘Hakone Yama naka’ #tR (L. Ebi0794.

Fig.8. Fugaku hyakker, Part II. ‘&% H 5 . 1835. Fig.10. Fugaku hyakker, Part I. ‘&% E 5c ¥ltm. 1834.
‘Shichibashi ichiran no Fuji’ t#F—%» A .. Ebi0608. ‘Yanagi tsutsumi no Fuji’ #l3d R . Ebi0381.
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Fig.11. Kawamura Minsetsu. Hyaku fuji. Vol. 1. §'&
+ WifW. 1771. ‘Mado naka’ ZZH. Ebi0794.

Fig.12. Fugaku hyakkei, Part II. EihE 5 —#F. 1835.
‘Mado naka no Fuji’ ZH DA —.. Ebi0381.
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Fig.13. a. Nippon sankai meibutsu zue. Vol.5. A ALY Fig.14. a. Hokusai gafu. Part III. AL75WE —#7.1849.
LW 4 F.1754. fE R (first of a sequence of five H: =, (third of a sequence of three spreads). Ebi1719.
spreads). Ebi1931.

Fig.13. b. Hokusai gafu. Part III. L7517 =#F. 1849. Fig.14. b. Nippon sankai meibutsu zue. Vol.5. HA L
fisoa RAGFAR. (first of a sequence of three spreads). £WX% 11754, fiix R (last of a sequence of five
Ebi1719. spreads). Ebi1931

Fig.14. c. Hokusai gafu. Part ITI. L35 HRE =#F. 1849.
H ™. (second of a sequence of three spreads). Ebi1719.
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Fig.15. Shinpen Ehon Suiko gaden. Part III. $iitm/KEF Fig.17. Tachibana Sekiho. Toshisen ehon Part I gogon
Eifx =J. 1835. Ebi0521. zekku, vol. 1. JEFFREIA YR TLSHER —. 1788.
EDbi0573.1-1.

o) | —— e —

Fig.18. Ehon Toshisen [Vol. 1]. fE&gE [ F]. 1880.
Ebi1673-01.

Fig.16. Yingxiongpu ¥lfzE (Japanese: Eiyiafu)

Xiong Fei, ed. fEF #f. Facsimile produced by
Jiangsugang guzi keyinshe JT#F5E i EEZ%IFI4t. Jiangsu.
1977.



Fig.19. Tachibana Sekiho. 7Toshisen ehon Part I° gogon
zekku. vol.3. JEEREBIA Wi TSHM —. 1788,
Ebi0573.1-3.

Fig.20. Ehon Toshisen. [Vol. 2]. FE#E [T]. 1880.
Ebi1673-02.

Fig.21. Ehon saishiki tsi. Part I A AE Y.
1848. Ebi1549.
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