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abstract

Kiri Hitoha and Hototogisu Kojo no Rakugetsu depict the downfall of the
Toyotomi family. Tsubouchi Shoyo (1859-1935), the original author of these

historical dramas, notably presents a more complex portrayal of Yodogimi than
ever before. This paper reconsiders the perspective on historical dramas by

delving into Shoyo’s writing, considering the context of Edo period kabuki and

the historiography at that time. The outcome was a clear revelation: by

harmonizing “historical facts” of the emerging Meiji period and the dramatic
allure of “Shibai”, there emerged a departure from conventional heroic history.
This departure, coupled with the application of modern literary theory,

culminated in the portrayal of Yodogimi.
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