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abstract

This study considers the illustrations after ukiyo-e prints and ‘picture’ books included in
the reports of the military/diplomatic missions sent by Western nations to Japan in the 1850s
and early 1860s. Assumptions of cultural superiority and ingrained racist attitudes typical of the
time inform those reports. Nonetheless, all the authors expressed varying degrees of admiration
for Japanese art, the quality of Japanese books, and the high level of literacy evident in the
country. These comments represent the first steps away from viewing Japanese artefacts solely

as ethnographic curiosities, and acknowledging that they possessed ‘some’ aesthetic merit.
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220 MOUNTAIN PILGRIMS.
the shrine of the sun-goddess, Ten-sio-dai-zin, the
patron divinity of Japan, and is situated at Tsye, her
supposed Dirthplace.  Another very favourite act of
S devotion, and one
in which some en-
terprising English-
man will doubt-
less, ere long, par-
ticipate, is the
3| ascent of the cele-
brated Fusi-yama,
g/ the “ Matchless
2] Mountain,” the
| Mount  Meru of
| Japan. The ascent
| is said to oconpy
i three days.  Its
ragged sides are
&l always inhabited
Pl st & Ssn o w v =it ) g geet of mown-
tain priests, called Jemmabos. Their daughters,
according to Kampfer, a beantiful race, are among
the few beggars to be met with in the country.
Their occupation iz unhappily not confined to beg-
ging, and their parents are supported on the con-
tributions of the licentious, as well as on the alms of
| the pious.
| Another mendicant seet aro the Fekis, an order of
| the blind, so nawed after their fonnder, a rebel prinee,
i Bug while Fusi-yama is regarded as an ohjeet of reli-
|
|
|
|
| . e e e e —
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FUSI-HAMA. 1 '

t0 seo the forty millions of Lumian beings now contentedly
living in Japan sacrificed to the keen money-making of some
unworthy or the indi el of missionari
whether of Rome or Tondon.

| BYS STRTGELING WINI Liv TELs.
|

Two centuries ago the Jupanese, as Thave told, voluntarily
held out the hand of good-fellowship to Christendom : they

i "
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