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abstract

Although the terms sashi-e (illustrations) and kuchi-e (frontispieces) are often used
interchangeably, they should be treated separately because their characters are distinctly
different. While sashi-e refers to illustrations placed throughout a book, kuchi-e refers to a
frontispiece, placed at the beginning of a book, usually opposite the title page. This paper
examines the perception of kuchi-e, by focusing on “Meiji Taisho Showa Sashi-e Bunka-ten’, a
culture exhibition which featured mainly pictures surrounding Japanese modern novels. This
paper concludes that, at the exhibition, the words sashi-e and kuchi-e were not simply confused,

but there was a general tendency to refer to all the pictures accompanying novels as sashi-e.
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