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abstract

Yorikane Matsudaira, the eldest son of the 8th lord of the Takamatsu
Domain, Yorinori Matsudaira, was a Kabuki enthusiast. This paper examines
the relationship between his book Najjin no Kagami (The Mirror of the Inner
Temple) and geki-sho (Kabuki books) literature. At the beginning of Naijin no
Kagami, there is a "geki-sho style" section that describes the process of creating
and performing the play and what takes place both backstage and on stage.
While Nazjin no Kagami does follow the format of earlier geki-sho literature, it
also incorporates a distinctive theater-side ("behind the curtain") perspective
not seen in other material, marking it as a somewhat unique representative of
the genre. Depicting the pleasure of producing Kabuki in the form of a geki-sho
was itself one of the wavs in which Yorikane was able to enioy Kabuki culture.
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