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abstract

The Kyoto-based Oriental Phonograph Company (Orient Records) manufactured both self-
produced and pirated records between Meiji 40s and Taisho 8 (1919), and its management style
was typical of record companies in the early days of Japanese record history. Still, the company’s
history is very complicated despite being just about the ten years, whose details remained unclear
until now. Therefore, this paper intends to elucidate the company’s history by tracing the

movements of those who involved in this company, based on information from newspaper articles

of the time.
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