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abstract

The" Kaiseieiri Nanto meishoki" edited and published by Shohachi Ezuya, who began
his publishing activities in Nara in the middle of the 18th century, was an epoch-making work
that could be called the definitive small guidebook for travelers. In this article, I will examine
three places in the book: Todaiji Hokke-do Temple, Shin-Yakushiji Temple, and Miken-ji Temple.
Each of these temples has its own unique discourse that has not been included in conventional
small guidebooks. I consider these discourses as a strategy of the editor, Shohachi Ezuya, to
enhance Nara and to benefit his own business, and discuss them in relation to the publishing
activities of "Ryaku-Engi?’": a brief history of temples and shrines that were flourishing at the

time.
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