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Stanford University East Asia Library holds “Kumamoto-han bunjin shojoshu”

(Collection of correspondence and poems from various officials from the Kumamoto domain)

which is a collection consisting of letters and poems written in the cursive style and very

difficult to read by a non-specialist. This article describes author’s experience using the ARC’s

Kuzushiji Al database through phases 1 and 2 of the International Joint Digital Archiving
Center for Japanese Art and Culture (ARC-iJAC), Art Research Center, Ritsumeikan University.

Future planning of manuscript transcription projects is also discussed.
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