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abstract

The Chinese phoenix motif can be found in Japan’'s craft products as one of the old
auspicious omens motifs passed down from the ancient Chinese concept of Taoist immortality.
The Chinese phoenix is frequently depicted alongside paulownia and bamboo for the myth that
it “lives in the Chinese parasol tree and eats bamboo”, and in the Heian period, the “paulownia,
bamboo and phoenix” pattern was officially used for the Emperor’s formal court dress. Since it is
a pattern of stately importance, it is rare to find the Chinese phoenix motif on kosode and kimono
of the Edo and Meiji periods. However, it began to appear after the Taisho period occasionally.
This paper examines the factors that affected the change, referring to printed materials
concerning dyeing and weaving in the collection of the Art Research Center of Ritsumeikan

University.
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