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Frederick W. Gookin (1853-1936) and His Roles in the
Western Receptions of Japanese Woodblock Prints
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[(FRFERREDEIE]

Frederick W. Gookin was a tremendously
influential scholar, curator, and consultant on
Japanese woodblock prints. There are traces
of his writings and activities in a large number
of archives and public institutions. He was one
of the earliest promoters of prints, and together
with the architect Frank Lloyd Wright (a close
collaborator of Gookin) helped to form and direct
many of the leading collections of the early 20th
century. He was, for example, a leading voice in
the collection of Clarance and Kate Buckingham
and the Spaulding Brothers (now in the Chicago
Art Institute and the Boston MFA, respectively).
His network of contacts spread across the world,
there exists, for example, a collection of his
correspondence with the kabuki scholar Ihara
Toshiro, the author of Kabuki nenpyo. He was a
born letter writer and educator and his letters are
very informative and tell much about the state
of woodblock print studies and research in the
beginning of the 20th century. In short, he was
important in the exhibition, the collection, dealing,
and the conservation of Japanese prints, and
helped to educate entire generations of collector
and museum professionals.

The project aims to gather the letters and

unpublished materials left by Gookin and his
correspondence and to gather them into a
database in order to facilitate understanding and
future research on this key figure in the Western
reception of Japanese woodblock prints. The
creation of a special homepage for the above
information gathered proved not to be possible -
this will be a project for the future.

[FFFERR]

The project was initiated by asking a large
number of institutions in USA, Europe, and
Japan whether they had letters or information
on Frederick Gookin in their archives. It turned
out that a relatively large number of museums
had such objects, proving the importance of
the project. It became clear that Gookin was
an extraordinarily connected person who had
created a network of museum specialists,
collectors, and dealers across the world, who
engaged in an exchange of knowledge and
information transfer through letters.
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In 2015, the Art Research Centre of
Ritsumeikan University was lucky to acquire for
its growing art collection an extraordinary set of
five emakimono with elaborate illustrations and
splendid calligraphy depicting the Oeyama line
of the Tale of Shuten Dgji. The luxurious set of
scrolls is unsigned and bears no colophon, but
it most probably dates to the mid-17th century
and the obvious aim of the research is to assert
its place in Japanese art history. Moreover, the
scrolls have a glorious provenance leading a
hundred years back to the famous pioneering
collector of Japanese art, William Sturgis Bigelow
(1850-1926).

THE SHUTEN DOJI COMPARATIVE STUDY
is planned to take 5 years and takes in
consideration both visual and literary aspects of
various scrolls kept in Japan and abroad with the
goals of:

1. CONSERVING THE ARC SHUTEN DOJI
EMAKIMONO (RITSUMEIKAN ARC SDE) so as
to keep them for the future generations;

2. Compiling a complex list and chart of remnant
SD scrolls on the Shuten Dé&ji (SD) subject,
especially in the Oeyama textual lineage;

3. CREATING A NEW ARC Ritsumeikan
DATABASE OF EMAKIMONO of excellent IMAGE
QUALITY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WIDER
PUBLIC (similar to the Digital Scrolling Paintings
Project of the University of Chicago);

4. Creating a new ARC Ritsumeikan database
of literary resources concerning the Shuten Ddji
literary tradition - see TABEFIRE/OI I -
HEREET—IR—X,

5. Transcribing and annotating the original
English translation of the scrolls in a manuscript
written by the hand of Ernest Fenollosa, dating
from about 1885. The manuscript is still held by
the original scrolls owner in Prague.

6. Establishing the position of he ARC Shuten
Doji set of scrolls in the Japanese literary and
artistic tradition;

7. PUBLISHING THE RITSUMEIAKN ARC SDE
SCROLLS in the form of an exhibition catalogue
containing a complete Japanese transliteration,
a translation of the text into English and French,
the story of the provenance of the scrolls, essays
by specialists, charts and indices. The catalogue
will join a world premiere exhibition of the ARC
SD scrolls in 2020 as one of the cultural events
during the Tokyo Olympics.

8. Registering the ARC Ritsumeikan SDE
5scrolls as an Important Cultural Property (after
restoration).

[FAFERR]

1. First of all, the present state condition of the
scrolls was photographed completely for the
sake of documentation and it is kept at the ARC.

2. The next step was aimed at team building.
Because a great deal of scholarship on the topic
of Shuten D&ji has been exercised in Japan
during the past three decades, experts in the
field have been asked to provide cooperation
starting from 2017. These include professors
Komatsu Kazuhiko, Tokuda Kazuo &H 1%,



Kano Hiroyuki, Ishikawa Toru, Tsuji Eiko on the
Japanese side and, Keller Kimbrough and Noriko
Reider (the authors of the three translations of
Shuten Ddji tale into English) as experts abroad.
Anne Nishimura Morse from Boston Museum
of Fine Arts have been asked to help with the
research of the Bigelow materials at Boston
Museum of Fine Arts ,which was delegated to
Jean-Marc de Wassaige.

3. The database of Japanese books concerning
the Shuten Dji project has been created at
Ritsumeikan Daigaku and loaded with almost
all titles available on the topic in Japanese
starting from the Meiji era. http://www.dh-jac.
net/db1/mbooks/search_SDP.php . In Prague,
also studies on the topic in English have been
collected to map the advancement of knowledge
in the West. The Prague team acquired 10 book
titles in English.

4. Provenance The BIGELOW origin of the scrolls
will be mapped from its original seat - Prague.
Ann Nishimura Morse from MFA was asked for
collaboration in researching the Bigelow archives
in Boston Museum of Fine Arts, which is planned
for 2017. This research of the provenance of
the scrolls in the Bigelow archives will be carried
by the former owner of the scrolls, the great
grandson of Bigelow’s closest friend Henry Cabot
Lodge, who will also map other artefacts still held
by the members of his family as direct gifts from
Bigelow. They have been unknown to public and
the leading role in this respect is played by Jean-
Marc de Wassaige in Prague, who is studying
the theme from English books acquired with
the help of ARC. Due to his family problems, his
Bigelow archive research trip to Boston has been
postponed to the year 2017.

5. Translation of the SDE TEXT. The owner of
the scrolls provided for transcription the
manuscript of translation of the original Japanese
text, which was probably written in the hand
of Ernest Fenollosa in five note-books around
1885. H. Honcoopova has rewritten the text into
a digital form with annotations in 2016. The text
waits for collation with other existing translations

and originals.

6. Restoration The condition of the painting is
excellent - provided it is over 300 years old
and spent the last 125 years in the USA and in
Europe under different climate conditions. But
the gampi/torinoko paper of the emakimono is
damaged with vertical creases especially in the
scroll parts close to the jiku roller and needs
new paper backing. An estimate of investments
needed for a proper restoration in Japan is
so high that financial support is needed from
corporal or private resources. Prof. Akama
therefore applied for restoration support with the
Sumitomo corporation (which has already funded
the Chester Beatty Library Shuten Ddji emaki in
3 scrolls that took place in Leiden and ended in
2015. Prof. Akama did not receive the support
for 2017, however, so that further restoration
support seeking is highly desirable.

7. Identification For the sake of comparison of
the position of the ARC Ritsumeikan 5 scrolls in
the tradition, a compilation of the list of various
scrolls in collections in Japan and abroad is
undertaken in a form of excel chart and is
gradually filled in. Until now we tried to assemble
material for visual Comparisons. By comparing
the various styles of images created on the theme
we hope to pin down their probable painter, as
well as the author of the text and calligraphy.
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Archiving and Utilization of Japanese Performing

Arts Materials on GloPAD and JPARC
A RE  Katherine Saltzman-Li (WU 7 A =FKEHVZIN—INF  HHi8)
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Ann Ferguson (Special Collections Librarian,
Seattle Public Library)

Beng Choo Lim (Associate Professor, National
University of Singapore)

Diego Pellecchia (ARC Research Project
Associate)

Joshua Young (Program Manager, Cornell
University East Asia Program)

[(FRFREDHE]

The joint project with ARC for archiving
and implementing a website on the Japanese
performing arts began as a project to update
the Japanese Performing Arts Resource Center
(JPARC) portion of the Global Performing Arts
website, connected to its database (GloPAD).
Eventually, it became evident that update and
renewal meant total overhaul.

In creating the new JPARC we are aiming
at an English-language website with Japanese
capability that will present basic knowledge
for newcomers to Asian theater while at the
same time providing a platform for research in
Japanese performing arts for theater specialists.
Rather than replicating what is already available
on other sites, our goals are to develop
modules and tools for students, researchers,
and performers; to foster collaboration with
Japanese and foreign institutions; and to provide
educational opportunities for graduate student
training and for other young researchers through
the development of the site. It will be a porthole
for performers and research specialists as well as
an innovative site that engages young people.

[FAFRRR]

In 2016 we continued the process of
upgrading and renewing the Global Performing
Arts website, database (GloPAD), and its Japan
Performing Arts Resource Center (JPARC). Much
of the year was focused on building content
pages for the new, reorganized JPARC site.

At the same time, we were increasingly forced
to face the ramifications of the fast evolution
of IT. New materials and resources readily
available on the internet make some aspects of
the original GIoPAD less unique and others out
of date, particularly in terms of image definition.
In addition, recent technological advancements
put some of the GloPAD functionality at risk. As
a result, what started out in 2014 as a simple
update of JPARC, has become the launching of
a new creation.

In 2016 we laid the foundation for building
ARC-based databases (one for stage
productions and one for objects) to complement
GloPAD material and provide a system for
inputting a large number of new images. Twice
(June-duly and January) our leader from Santa
Barbara came for residencies at ARC, which
greatly accelerated important decisions and
implementation. ARC has been instrumental in
providing knowhow and platforms to enable this
work. These ARC-based databases are now our
springboard for implementing and uploading the
content pages.
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TEANBEREF LD T7MIIVERART NI FEF
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BEESIE @, (ground) ICEBL T, D
FHRRED A ZEFH T DMRZTE>TNS, MEIE
HHICHD DI EHRBARDEEZRBLTED, H
DTEMICTER L. T DIEN AR NS TH D,
FIHEIFINETEELPIAIZE, SVYRIT T4
EORBTEBICTZRDONTETED, 2RfE2EZT
PAUERINTREST, BHREZLDINVEDICT
BIeHDFFZTEHBEEZISND,

AARTIEEFENICIE, RETAD2ADHEEEEL
OHEDTEER. T =M. B 5. TGk &
BEREDERDL AV —ICEWTER L. BIFT B,
2015FEICEFFDMRFED, iR TH 2,

XEREE HRANA - HARFRLR

[FRFERR]

2ARDHEEEDOME DRI FEEICEF Ui
N KEFEFZFITRONELAT—Z235ITHETE UL
FHEICH T DARDOYID OZHERT 2/2H DI
Z{TlaoTce BEEMICIE. EEDINETHRELTE
21,6002 EDHEDEEICKT L. BEROBRRNS
FTDFUTCEET 7 —h1A 7 b (http://jimen.
site) Z1ER T 2E WS AEEN > feo HEEDITT S
BR (LAY —) ELTEB3DY I ER S . ZDF
T DOAMZETRoTce CORRIFMEFRICT r—R
Ny O EIRETH B0

FleInstfTLUT HEDORMPHEEICKLSE
TREDEVWEZEENICFHE I 2MRAEEMITZO
RRE EHICITROTWS, REE(ITIE, ZBHEVZW
TWBMMST — ¥ EHAE L E TREBHIRN TOEIT
ERETESFETHD., REEIFZDFEZITED
foo TORBRICED. HEZYIBHAIEE EENAIE
DOHEAMNSERTEDLDICRDFETH S,
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C. AREREAE ©

Database of Kamigata-e: Osaka Prints Research

Group

HFEAFRE : John Fiorillo (Independent researcher)

[(HREAHFRE (NEBPHARE - KEFRESD) ]
Peter Ujlaki (Director OsakaPrints.com)
Hendrick Ldhl (Independent researcher)
John Adams (Independent researcher)

[FRRREDBE]

The Osaka Prints Research Group proposes
to compile and continually update a
comprehensive database of kamigata-e prints,
paintings, and drawings. Our aim is to provide
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a readily accessible and complete database
for the purposes of research and publication
by its research members who are dedicated

to scholarly investigations into the art history of
prints, paintings, and drawings made in Kamigata
during the eighteenth- through the twenty-first
centuries.

[FAFERR]

Three members (Fiorillo, Ujlaki, LUhI) are active
in publishing papers in art journals (e.g., “Andon,”
Society for Japanese Arts, Leiden, Netherlands).

Ujlaki and Fiorillo published a journal article on
mameban prints: Mameban nishiki-e: Diminutive
colour prints from Kamigata. Andon no. 103,
April 2017, pp. 34-81.

XERIFEE HRFIA - HEFELR

Two members (Fiorillo, Ujlaki) maintain
and update websites devoted to kamigata-e
entirely (osakaprints.com) or in part
(viewingjapaneseprints.net); both websites
include scholarly discussions about kamigata-e.

One member (Lihl) has published books
on kamigata-e (e.g., Schatze der Kamigata:
Japanische Farbenholzschnitte aus Osaka,
1780-1880. Musée National d'histoire et d'art
Luxembourg, 2013).

One member (Fiorillo) has begun researching
and writing a catalog raisonne of the works of
Shunbaisai Hokuei.
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