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abstract

The British Museum (BM) has among its collections a number of ezukushi (illustrated playbill)

relating to kabuki and joruri plays. Only partially known to researchers to date, the whole picture or

the material has not been fully reviewed. However, that was changed by the Museum’s project to re-

catalogue, digitalize, and document the BM’s print collection, undertaken in 2014. This paper lists

the BM’s ezukushi in the historical order of when specific kabuki was played. It also discusses their

characteristics and assesses their values as source material.
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