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The World History of “Ornament” in Kyoto, Japan and Euro—Asia Project
Decorative Creation of Cosmopolis Kyoto in the Gion Festival
A Comparative Study with Islamic Textile Collection in Italian Renaissance

Mayumi TSURUOKA
College of Letters

Abstract The Gion Matsuri, the most traditional and spectacular Kyoto festival, famous for the grand parade
of floats with its attractiveness of brilliant textile decorations and ornaments of tapestry and carpet hangings
of the shrine floats. Our project has been researching, in this academic year, on various ornamental styles of
textile collection from the Gion Matsuri, Kameoka Matsuri and other similar festival in Shiga Prefecture,
results to pinpoint

“exoticism” or “international taste” of textile collection for the decoration of the float, created by the
passion of Kyoto citizen longing for foreign ornaments for centuries.

In this report the wide rage of internationalism of the textile collection is described, which consists of not
only Japanese but also some over 297 foreign textile collection from China, Korea, Mongolia, India, Middle
East and Europe, to define that such unique and rich collection has traditionally been made by the
consciousness of the people creating the capital status of Kyoto as Cosmopolis through foreign crafts of the
various carpets and fabrics decorations. Here id found that the importance of the 17 century Iranian carpets
for Naginata-boko and Minami-kannnonn—yama which are the best example to symbolize the internationalism
or exoticism adored in the capital for centuries: they make not only religiously but also aesthetically the Gion
Matsuri a very occasion to appeal Kyoto as a Cosmopolis to the community through the prosperity of
decorative art .
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