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Artistic correspondence between Kyoto and Asia Project

A History of Aesthetics in Kyoto

Kambayashi Tsunemichi

Abstract “Z=H7 Geijutsu” or “Z£#ff Bijutsu” was used as a Japanese equivalent to “Art”. This word was
originally coined in the late 19th century, and it became now popular in all Asian countries. However, it is
doubtful whether the European “Art” concept will cover each of Asian aesthetic consciousness. Today s
multi-cultural situation represents this potential problem. The concept of “Art” in itself is based on
“Aesthetics (5% Bigaku)”, which belongs to one of the disciplines of modern European science. In the
report I tried to research the historical context of “Aesthetics in Kyoto” from the critical point of view. Here
we will find out the scene of struggle between Japanese tradition and European modernism in the field of
aesthetics.
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